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rr N this Ch apter w. have an u Ae 
2 that during Dk Miniftration and 
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| ak 7 * Preaching all the Publicans and Sinners 

5 vN - 1 Fan drewnear to hear him, which ſo offend- 
ed the religious. Zews that they mur- 

a one and: ſhewd their Diſpleaſure, 


[Eon ered maps de bble to follow him, and 


| res bedauſ e, ip ſteadrof. dps cn ming againſt theſe | 
„ 3 Peoples whoſe, wicked Lives and Sins were 
8 known. to all, and inſtead of thundering out the 


Curſen of the Lax em ſhewing the jut An- 
t „ | ger 
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er to ſuch.Ofenderg, he oke il to em, an 
out, receive thei 1 au eben. ang 
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This Man A nes Sis "16-853 mc 56 5 
I! ſuppoſe this ſerved to prejudice many of 1 5 
righteous Scribes and Phariſees againſt him, becauſe 
they had always ſhun eberſons he was fami- 
liar with, and had eſtzemed them as Baſtards and 
not Sons of ' Abraham, and who were under the 
Curſe, Children 0 Bell, and excommunicate ; they 
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ſeg the 
fſtrictly obedient ta ul the Prec f Moſes, as the 
|  Rabbies explainꝭd them 25H thee they had added : 


many of the Traditions of the F bakers, in relation 
to their often praying, 3 Proſelytes, waſu- 


ing their Hands bęforę g ee when they came 
from Market, Sc. dende a th a Multi 

nies, in obſerying which they placed much Holineſs 
and condemned vehemently: ſuch. as were not o 
ſerupulous and rigid, becauſe without it they hardly 


5 believed a Man could be ſafe. They had carried 


the Matter ſo far, that the End of hy AW. Was 2 
3 but, 28 ane" Savioter? ih jugs” 7 = 
g — 


| nen came A the 5 Pris and that” tne Dig: 
| of A es was calculated of Tis make A 


560 1. ee | 
| ery Man whe would 
Fr boy 9 0 Mk 180 2 . und 
to make all the Wrld 0 en. G. In this aer 


N 


* 


tude of Ceremo- - 


K . a ha 7 a 2; 8 9 & "I Fe 
2 r 5 * 2 * _— ＋ > ey IM. a4 N * 8 
8 R e 7 R Fa * 

* * = EI . c „ : 

- * ** LH 1 © . * - P 1 
* * * * 
: 9 2 - : 
\ x N : "7 . * ” 
1 — 
. 


rey. 


bt paved che way for the eoerlaſting Ri, W 
Ne by Chriſi Fejus, becauſe it condemns 
aid durſes everyone who:has not continued in all 
Nhings and in every Point and Title of the Law to 
doit uνndſince no Soul can eſcape for rigorous 4 
TLondemuation, but all are guilty, and have ſinned 
morelor leſs, and may have no Hope from the Law, 

| _ "I juſtified thereby, the Soul who would 
/{aved; and who is conſcious of his Sin 

dre . bang under the Curſe of the Law juſtly, 


E — * aims and ſtrikes at the Heart, 


condeums th feaſt Fhoughts and Deſine, and re- 
quites n ror fbipping) >the Lord? with ald the! Heart, 


roth u tbe Affnd, and with all rbe Strength, J ſay, 
when 


is is known; and which is clear! tue End of 
the Dag the Soul ſinks down before es 
| ade, ber ghath Bach ito * 

_ foriddiry :91ahd'thas'fees and feels the need of * 
— hdoof: Nedemption from under the Dam, 
and af mibertterRi oſneſs than our oon. Hence 
it is i that the Hon Gh fent Prophets and Scribes 
iiiſtructed out of cher Kingdom of Heaven to teach 
fuch Men to han 16 Him (the Meſſiah) ann beifaved. 
you: dau ughtzo N hull ber called: the Lord our Rigi 
| e N Vfrael be | faveds\ They 

— dich an ederlaſting Salvation. ' He fh 
1 Iniguity, matt a End of Sin, obtain Neconciliag- 
er- e bring in everlaſting Rigbteouſneſi. To- lin 
, » Farr eee the. rr 


5 Trouble, ae fo 9 A abs r 
__ bomforted them with Hopes ef the Nauener, for 
whom the ſincere Jerus looked and waited, wiſhing 
to ſee his Day till he came. But in tlie Jewiſh 

Nane e nere ion Wie had ads inter-. 


S 


wer the Phariſees. St. Paul and manyi of our 


ven, calling all that they boaſted of 4 — afiths 
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k cet the Lan, hd, preached, that it could adele 
i Obſervers of it righteous ; and this Sort el 


exceedingly; ſo that the chief of the Prieſts and . 
learned Men where of this Mind, and theſe were cal? To 


rs Diſciples were of this Sect before they — / 


f bim, but none could be in his Company and not 
obſerve, how in all his Doctrines, Parables, and 


Diſcourſes he ſharply condemns the Righteouſneſs of 
the Phariſees, and ſays; they bave their: . 
ande that except e gel a better ee 
abeir i, toe can in 00: caſe enter the: Kingdom. of Ha- 


7 


Hall, painting and garniſbing Sepielchres, and waſb= 
in the Outſide of Cups and Diſhes, i. e. it was an 


we: 
<1 


nutward and affected Righteouſneſs, it waz:goud: in 
the ſight of Men, and adorned and made white the 
| P erſon who had it before the World, but it. b 


go deep, it did not waſh the inner Man of the Heart, 


t did not cleanſe the ſpoiled and Had Nature, nor 


make the Soul all glorious toithin. This only is ef- 
fected by an imme das Woörk of Grace, througn 


the Inſpiration-of- the Spirit and: ſprinkling of, — 


Blood of Fefus.. This is a divide Work, and with 
out which all Rightaduſneſs is filthy. Rags. - This is 


$ | ſure and certain, if there could have been Lau gie ; 


ven which could have made Men righteous; je ro 
Righteonſneſs had come by the Law of Maſes; but 


it was re bie n en eg our Fall and inbred 
Sin, to have been made righteous :tby any Law, or 
Works, or in any way but by that means which dur 
tender and merciful Father, God, contrived — 35 


World began, and that was by means of he Blood -- | 
and Wounds of his Son Jeſus, 995 ni his Obedience Rk 
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It was Men ignorant of this great Deſign of=the 


Cod of Abraham, and who had received the falſe O- 


* 4 
? — 


pinibn that was eommòn in thoſe times, of {their 


dein SUNNY Tighteols than} others, and of being {a4 


„Works! that ſtambled at ſeeing Fiſus.receive 


Sinners, and which müde them flight and blaſpbeme 
him on that account; but it is to be obſerved that 
to vipdiekte his Cohduct, and to unfold before all 


the Worl#® che Counfel: of Gad, and his mind to ſave 


Sinners; he delivers three Parables, in whichithe Love 
Ff the bleſſed Trinity to loſt Man is deſcribed and ex- 

| Hibited'in "an uncommon Mannen, and of which-1 
purpoſe to ſpeaks particularly Today. Would to 


Ged all that hear me might be happily convinced, 


_ theSelfrighteous, that theyhavehitherto miſtook, and 
no come and buy of Jeſus Raiment and be cloathed 
indeed, and made rightebus in his Sight, whoſe Eyes 


try the Hearts and Reins, and the Profane and Careleſa, 


that they may leave all: their old Ways, and fly to 


There are many thouſands who (as I myſelf have 
done) make the ſame Miſtake the Phariſees did, and 
75 pct true Religion in a ſtrict Life, in obeying the 
Letter of the Da, to which! they had: Traditions 


tid Comminds!of Men, ſuch t as praying ſo many 


that Jqus delivered himſelf in this gracious manner. 


Ow TY be 7 


in 4 2 faſting ſo often in the Week; goi 3 
ſo t Anne performing ſuch a Taſk of Du- 
ties, Cc. and with all together they make a Righ- 
teouſneſs, and when they have ſerved it up and made 
them Aptens, like Adœn of theſe, they will not ſuf - 
fer the Thought that ibey are yet naked, but value 
themfſelves upon acedunt of their Goodneſs, and 
geſpiſe othersq and think, Gad thank thee that I am 
ute hun ur other Men. It is for their ſakes, as 
well as to draw poor deluded Slaves of Sin to him, _Þ 


O may 


deeded. In the firſt: Patble,' which -is:of/the Shops 


third which is of the returnim Chidd 10 


4 tepenting — All are to et an the 4 


_ 'veth Sinners, and * gg over them who cs 


The holy Jus when he preached this Di 


_ Health in a debauched and intemperate: Hife, 


Rich would go too, or if the Rulers and Learned 
but approved of him, and if he did not countenagce 


ral. 


O may be ſpeak and write hioMind i jn tidgrane Mat N 
ter upon every Heart ! 204 5: ae de BID 


There are ſome Things:ct chiefly obſervable in thels - 
Parables, and which muſt not be -pafled- over. ain4 


herd: and the loft Sheep, the Love and Care fn he 


Son of God is diſplayed ;| in the ſecond, which ſpeaks 


of the Woman and her Piece "of Maney, the Diligenes 
and Love of the Holy Spirit is ſhewn ; and uy the 
the Love and Joy ofi the Father is ere 


the Grace of Gd to Mankind, and to Proye/ta;ols 
unſpeakable Joy and Comfort, that this Han races 


him, as a Shepherd over a Sheep that bad Afrazed | 
away, and Which he has now found ; ant as 4 Wer 
mam is glad to find 8 Piece of Money that ſhe mag 
loſt, and as a Father rejoiceth to recęive his Child 
again who had left him and was e '6 wy EN 


was — with Sinners; all were come to hear 
bim, the ragged Thieves, the wanton 3 | 
Kupid Droatds, who had waſted-their a ape 


Ulurers; the Swearers, and Sabbath-breakers. cxoud 4p 
attentive round the oft Holy. Afar off and at a 
Diſtance ſtand the murmuring Ser bes and the righte- 


dus and prudent People, The would have liked c 
| hear him if ſuch a dirty naſſy Rabble were not his 


Followers, and if but the Wente the the Genteel, and 


and encourage that wicked Multitude ſonmich Ordf 
he would but preach a little more againſt their e | 


we and co à little more a carte 
Pa 1 885 bene | 


. 


benevolent Spirit, and preach about good Works and 
Charity to his Hearers, and tell ignorant People their 


Duty. 


1 ſuppoſe they beheld him with Scorn, and dif- = 
dained to be one of that Man's Diſciples. _ As Mi- 


chael, the Daughter of Saul and Wife of David, 
looked out at her Window and ſaw her royal Huſ- 


band dreſſed in an Ephod, and come dancing thro'“ 
the Streets among a company of Maidens before the 


Ark, and deſpiſ-d him, ſaying with a Sneer, How 


glorions did the King of Ijrael lot To:day?. fo did. 


theſe Men who murmured becauſe Fefus received 
Sinners; they deſpiſed him for it with all their Hearts, 


and were offended. They were too good to join 
with thoſe who found Mercy at his Hands; they 
were too wiſe to imagine they needed Repentance as 


much as they, or, that they were upon a level in 
_ God's Eyes with the worſt of all; they were too 

prudent to be ever ſeen with him, and ſo went away 
Ofens ll 4 5 


O aſk your Hearts, my dear Friends, Have not 
you been of this proud ſelf-righteous Mind? Have 


not you ſuch a high Spirit? Look upon the Redeemer 


with all the Publicans and Sinners hearing him, and 
think, If you ſhould not have been aſhamed to be 
among them? However it has been, now bluſh at 
his Feet and pray him to forgive you your falſe Pru- 


dence, your Self-righteouſi;eſs, and Pride, and fit 


down at his Feet in Spirit, and hear the gracious 


Words which proceeded out of his Mouth. _ 
le begins, hat Man of you having. an hundred 
| Sheep, if he loſe one of them, doth not leave the nine- 
ty and nine in the Wilderneſs and go after that. which 
he hath ly until be find it f, and when be hath found 
it he layeth it upon his Shoulders rejoicing, and when 
he cometh home be  calleth en his Friends and 


i TLEOTT 1 0... 
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Fl 


EF 8 
Neighbours, ſaying, Rejoice with me for I have ond 
my Sheep which was loſt : I ſay unto you, that likewiſe 
Jay. ſhall be in Heaven over one Sinner that repenteth, 
zore than over ninety and nine juſt Perſons who need 
no Repentance. - n 
This Parable our Saviour ſeems to addreſs to the 
murmuring Phariſees, but in the hearing of the Sin- 
ners, that both might be edified, the one learn Hu- 
mility, and fee how equal the Saviours Ways are, 
and the other who had wandered, learn how glad 
their Shepherd is at their Return, and ſo come back 
Log ing $r ER EO ns 
© Feſus is the Man who, of all his vaſt unmeaſured 
Stock, loſt one poor Sheep. All the Heavens and 
every World, viſible and inviſible, with all their 
2 Hoſts are his; this World compared to the Creation 
is only like a drop of the Bucket, or like a Grain 
of Sand in the Ballance, or like one Sheep in Com- 
_ pariſon of an hundred. If a Man ſhould let a Drop 
fall from the Bucket he would not think of it, and if 
à Man had an hundered Sheep and ſhould loſe one, 
which ſhould be chaſed away by a Wolf, or borne 
away By a Lion or a Bear, he-might eaſily let it go, 
and think, it is better to boſe it than 1 riſque my Life 
in ſearch of it, or looſe many Days time and ſpend 


much Labour and Pain in the Purſuit of it, eſpecially 


as he had yet ſo many left; but our Good Shepherd 
thought otherwiſe; the greatneſs of his Kingdom, the 
innumerable Worlds which were his, and all the Ina- 

hitants of the Heavens, the Angels and Spirits which 
are beyond all Number, could not make him think lit- 
tle of the Loſs of this poor World, when Satan like a 
Lion entered the Fold, and led aftray, like a Sheep, 
Alam and his wretched Poſterity ; our Shepherd. 

faw it from on bigh, nor would let it paſs eaſily, it 
lay from Eternity upon his Heart, and in due ow | 


„ 
he became their Saviour, An Hireling might have let 


the wandering Sheep periſh, and only thought of the 


ninety and nine who were yet in the Paſtures; but 
a good Huſbandman would riſe up early and travel 
far, would leave his Flock in the Fields and ſeek 
carefully that which he had loſt, he would ſearch 
every 14 and every Valley, enquire through every 
Plain, and ſpare no Pains till he had met with it, 
and ſhould he find it torn by Dogs, dirty with dri- 
ving through Bogs and deep Places, he would not 
therefore leave it, but would bind up the Wounds, 
waſh off the Filth, and lay it upon bis Shoulders, 
and come home joyfully ; he would tell his Friends 
and Neighbours of his Succeſs, and not reflect upon 
all his ſore Labour in ſeek ing it, ſince he had now 
got it again ſafely. This is the Heart of our d:ar 
Saviour; he put on the Form and Office of a Shep- 
herd, left all his Angels, all heavenly Worlds and 
bleſſed Spirits, and came a thirty Years Journey in- 
to this World to ſeek his loſt Sheep. Often the 
Sun burnt him by Day and the Froſis conſumed him 
by Night; often he ſat down weary, and travelled. 
through the Wilderneſs weeping as he went, and 
when he found his Sheep it was in the Hand of the 
Enemy, in the Mouth, and Jaws of the devouring. 
Lian, the Dragon had ſeized it, and was ready to 
make an End of it; to redeem it, it coſt him that 
ſevere Conflict in the Garden, when he wreſtled till 
his Sweat was like great Drops of Blood falling down 
to the Ground; nor did he leave it, but continued 
in the Combat till his Back was ſore and bloody 
with ſcourging, his Head torn with the Thorns and 
Bryars of the Wilderneſs, and till his Hands and Feet. 
were cut through and loaded with Bonds and Cha ins. 
In this Condition he was when his ſore Hands caught 
che Prey aut of the 9 and 31 =] 
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his rent and bruifcd Diet he trod down the Braga 


and the Lion upon the Mount of Caluary, and laid 
down his Life for his Sheep. "This is that dear Sa- 


our who, when a Soul repents und comes to him, 


takes it upon his Shoulders, there he bears their Bur- 
den and Sorrows, and carries it in his Boſom and in 


his loving Arms, and when he has waſhed the pol- 


luted Sinner in his precious Blood, and forgiven him, 


when he has healed him of thoſe Wounds which 


eauſed him ſuch Smart and Miſery, and given him 


his Peace, then he lets all his Saints and Angels 


Know, 1 have found the Sheep which I bad "loft, Ire | 
Joice with me, for the Lamb that went aſiray is return- 
ed to the Shepherd and Biſhop of bis Soul. The little 


one that had wandered away from me, and for whom 


have travelled and been in Pain, he that *caufed all 
my* Grief and Labour, the Child that you once ſaw 
in mine Enemy's Hands, and «vho warred againſi me, he 


that "trampled under Foot my "Words, and Would not 


receive my Reproofs fo long, is comb back to me. This 


cauſes a new Joy among the Angels, and this begins 


properly when a Sinner is come to our Saviour b 


Faith, and reeejves the Knowledge of his Salvation; 


it is repeated when he lands ſafely above, and ſhall be Z 
again renewed when Fe/us ſhall divide among the Peo- 
ple as a Shepherd between his Flocks, and when he 


| | ſhall be found at the Right Hand with the Sheep „and 


Verte en ſhall that Joy! be continued thro gh all 


| Eternity. 


Allo as a Man rejoices more over a loſt Sheep 


when he has recovered it ſafe and ſound, than over 


all the others which went not àſtray, ſo bas our & — 

viour more Joy oyer à poor Soul which? had left 
him, and over the World which was loſt but is now 
found through his Redemption, than over all thoſe 
fe who kept their firſt 5 and more than 
__ over 


- T1) 

ever all the Angels who have not ſinned, and ſo not 
needed Repentance, and far, far more than over all 
thoſe ſelf-righteous People who glory in their ſtrict 
Lives from their Youth up, and dream that they need 
no Repentance. O that thoſe who hear me would 
To- day riſe up and leave all and follow their true Pa- 
ſtor. What Jay would you cauſe in Heayen! and 
in the Breaſts 1 the Angels of Gd] and what Joy 
would our Sauiour have to ſee ſo many wandering 
Sheep return home to him? ſt was for your ſakes 
n. this Parable was ſpoken. My guilty Brethren 
and Siſtertz be encouraged thereby, to return to him 
who made you, and whoſe Sheep (though ſpoiled and 
ſtrayed) -you are, and you ſhall be received by him 
with Joy everlaſting. Let your Hearts wy Lo / 
1 come to do thy Mill my God. 

The ſecond Borabli is after this manner: What 
Wamdn having ten Pieces of Silver, if - ſhe loſe one does 
not light a Candle and ſiueep the Houſe, and ſeek di- 
ligeitly till ſbe find it, and when [ſhe hath. found it, 
He. calleth her Hriends and Neighbours together, ſay- 
ing, Rajarce with me for 1 have found the Piece which 
1 had lam: Likewiſe I ſay unis you there is Jay in 
the Dun of the e of G 0 . one Sinner that 
Tn | | 
An coil Darableic our Auen teaches the Car and 
Diligence of the Spirit to ſeek and win back Souls to 
the Lamb. Under the Similitude of a Woman is the 
Holy Gho/t deſcribed in other Places of the Scripture, 
ſometimes as a Mother, 'a Nurſe, a Comforter, and 
that in the Prophets as well as in the New Teſta- 
ment; for Inſtance, As a Mother comforteth ber 
Son; 5 zul I comfort | thee. When Solomon ſpake 
afar uff of the Holy Spirit's new-bearing the Church 

of God out of the Side of the ſecond Adam, he, ſays, 
b, the * (fa was Ks crucified | =D | 
ecauſe 


| 
1 


1 1 
becauſe he excelled all the Sons of Men, as the Ap- 
le tree did the Trees, and which gave Meat to the 
| "Brew Drink to the Thirſty, and Shadow and Reſt 


to the Weary and fatigued) thy Mother brought thee 
forth, there ſbe brought thee forth that bare thee, 


Again, My Beloved is the Only One of her Mather. 
Our Saviour confirms this in faying, Te mufl be born 


| again of the Holy Ghoft, Alſo in another Parable 


he ſpeaks of the Holy Spirit: when he ſays, The King- 


dm of Heaven is like a Woman who took Leaven and 
put it into three Meaſures of Meal, till the whole was 
| teavened. It is the Office and Work of the Holy © 

G boſt to miniſter to the Saints in the Name of Jeſus; 


he comes in his Name and dwells with them; he 
takes of the Things of Chriſt and ſhews it to them; 
he glorifies him in them, and above all, it is the 
Place of the Spixit to take the Leaven of Chriſt's Body 
and Blood, and hide it in the three Meaſures of Meal, 
that is, in our Body, Soul, and Spirit, and like as 
Leaven works and operates thro' the Meal till all is 
fit for Uſe, fo is the Blood of Jeſus conveyed: to a 
Belieber, which continues to operate through Body, 
Soul, andSpirit, till all the old Nature is purged away, 
and we are fit for our Heavenly Father's Uſe; or, as 
St. Ignatius ſays, till we become pure Bread for our 


Beloved. This is ſweetly expreſſed in a well · known 


Prayer? „Grant us, gracious Lord, fo to eat the 
ce Fleſh of thy dear Son, Jeſus Chriſt, and ſo to 
4 drink his Blood, that our ſinful Bodies may be 


c made clean thro' his Body, and our Souls waſhed: 


ce thro* his moſt precious Blood, and that he may 


c eyermore dwell in us and. we in him.“ 


Te Holy Ghy/t loves us even as Jeſus loves, and 
is one with our Saviour in our Salvation. He looks 


upon us dearer than Pieces of Silver, and more 
valuable than fine Gold. As a good Mother of the 
W „ N PE : Houſe 


Fat © 
Houſe ſeeks when a Piece .of Money is dropt, and 
ceaſes not her Cares and Search till ſhe has found it, 
and then rejoices with her Friends, fo the Holy Gh 
lights a Candle in the Heart, illuminates the Mind 
that was aſleep, and the fooliſh Heart that was dar- 
| Rened. He cauſes a Ray of divine Light to ſhine 
within, brings a Beam from the flaming Eyes of e- 
fus into the cloſe Receſſes of the Soul; he expoſes 
all the hidden Sins, the naſty Corners, the dangetous 
Place in which the Soul, like a Piece of Silver, is 
loſt; he ſweeps away all the outward Sins, the - 
Rubbiſh of Gaiety, Pleaſures and Luſts; he clean- 
ſes the outward Man, and will not let it ſuffice t:il 
the poor loſt Pi-ce of our Sauiours Treaiure is 
found and counted among his Jewels. In thi: La- 
bour is the Lord the Spirit. employed, often aer 
Years, and with indefatigable Patience he ſtrives with 
Souls till he has prevailed and brought them to Je- 
ſus, and then is there Foy in the Preſence of the Au- 
: gels of God, He does not grudge. all the Years in 
which he called the Soul and waited is be gracious ; 
he forgives the Sin of quenching the Light, and lo- 
ving and chooſing to walk in Darkneſs, the reſiſting: 
his divine and maternal Motions, and preferring earth- 
ly Things to heavenly, and inſpires all the Angels 
with Joy at the Converſion of the Soul, whem he 
eſteems Treaſure, and the very Reward of Jeſus, the 
Hire and Wages of our Saviour, his Riches and 
Jewels. O may we all be of the happy Number, 
when he ſhall count them up, and they ſhall be co 
bim for a Crown and a Diadem and an eternal 
.. ( REO 
The third Parable is of the Father and his Prodigal 
Son, and is the molt lively Picture of the Heart of 
Cad our Father towards his younger rebellious Sons 
the Children of Men. * — e 


1 
* 
- 


Knowledge of Chriſt and his Love in the 


It was Man that was ſo fooliſh as to leave his Fa- 


ther's Houſe and go out and ſpend his Portion of 
Grace in riotous and careleſs Living in the World; 


ever ſince the Fall of Adam we have done thus, we 


have lived in a far Country, in an Eſtate afar off from 


the Lord, and there we have waſted our Sub/lance.. 


As in the Parable the Son is ſaid to ſpend all in riot- 


eus Living, ſo does every Man: one trifles away 
his precious Time in Play, another heaps up Riches 


and can't tell who ſhall gather and enjoy them, and 
others who put on a more ſober Appearance live 
ſtill at a Diſtance from their Heavenly Father, and 


pehaps content themſelves, like the Paodigal Son, 


with the Hues which Swine do eat, with the Things 
ol this Life, or with the falſe Religion which con- 


ſiſts only in Name and Shew, and is not any he; .-- 
| cart. f 
The Departure of the Son at firſt of his own Choice, 


ſets forth. our Free- will, which is to wander perpe- 


tually, and teaches, that our Fall was of ourſelves. 


O Tjrael thou haſt deſiroged thyſelf. But our Saviour 
deſcribes the Son at Eaſe, and pleaſed with his Luxu- 
ry and Wantonneſs among Harlots, till there aroſe 


a Famine in the Land and he began to be in Want... 
This is when the Eyes of a Sinner are opened, and. 
he ſees to what all his Sins have brought him, into 
what Miſery he is plunged and ſunk ; There is a 
mighty Famine in the World in which he lives, net 


| of Bread nor of Water, but of the Mord of God and 
| of the Bread of Life. He ſighs that he has been ſo 


fooliſh to leave the Lord his Father's Houſe, and be- 
gins to be in Want; he wants Forgiveneſs, he begins 
to want a Saviour, he is reſtleſs and uneaſy, all his 


. - Sins afflict and trouble him, he wants Peace in his 


Heart, he begins to want a Reft for his Scul; and 


this Beginning of Want increaſes till he bungers and 


thirſt 


e 


777. is filled. He went. ang 
foined , | 


e wil the Niger, the, Grains, which the Swine di 


thirſt 


78 ofthe Swine, ue may underſtand. all time, fer- 
Ling, all cringing to the | 


ine Senf uali t, but : 

more than the Peaſant.who 18 o Wine and 
Women? What the General th all © 

their, Brayery, when, conquered, by. Pride and Luſt, 
ang Bond- ſeryants their. P aſſions? What are the 
— TVgheſh and Greateſt more chan the Beggar, the Sol. 


» 4 


dier, or common Sailor, when they creep and bow 


d eaſy in 
AY CSF 


ARG! * Nn (nid 157 Lag 
Hale in this State he, tecolleded his Fathers 
Hoh top averty dye dee of, going back: | 
ithought, ae many: Set dentg hath my atber an 
| have Bread enough, and I peri, 1h 41 e ? What 
Fhougb I have ;1ebelled, 20: breught all. this Miſery 


1004 


1181 
upon me, I "bill ariſe and fo to my Father, and wo 
Jay fo him, Father I have 20% "ly Heaven and 
agatnſ! thee, and am no more worthy to be called thy 
| Som, mate me I pray thee thine hired Servant. This 
zs juſt the Condition, and theſe the Thoughts of a true - 
Penitent. He thinks, O how happy are the Childrea 
of God ! bete happy his Ser vun the holy Angel! 0 
that I had but the leweft Place among them | '0 that I 
| hight but have leave 10 call God my Father. - The 
FHely Gb makes uſe of this Opportunity, and when 
Jalas has ſought'bim out, and the Spirit has en- 
tightened him ith far, he Mews what à loving Fa- 
2 he has, who ſpared not his dear Son for him, 
ard the poor Sinner trembles and eries, is afraid to 
aſk Mercy, and dares not ſtay i in the State he is in; 


Be refolves at laſt to venture to him, and, yer? 


3 my r off; but lo! he comes, eee, er 
3 


_ thinks, Ii 7 wal Fee the Feet 755 
L. Ai IJ£T: eld Fg V's 
Ek ik wid ht; "He" die hoe ohly"'þ 
it, but did it. There are many who often ſpe 
and think of it, but never go, they Ray and periſh 5 


1 


ett with , and Bd Compiſſion on him, and ran 
und fell'upon his Nect and liffed' bin. 0 märk eve. 
"Word, my dear F riends, and be aftoniſhed'at the 
Cay in which dur Saviour deſcribes his Neeeption; 3 
e not fay, the Son ran to the Father; he was 
ary, faint! and aſhamed, and could not, nor- did 
He fee "bis Father firſt, but his Father him, and then 
neither did he ſend a Servant to order him to 'depart, 
and let him know he would not ſee him or own hi; 
he did not ' upbraid: him with his vile and ſcandalous 
8 with his diſgraceful Life, and juſt Mart 
nd Beggary ty, but an te meet him. it ſevinns- as if he 
. een looking dut för him, and: often with'\with- 
5 Yall — e e yy he ve to ſee ik "his 


poor Child would once return, and now he meets 
him, falls upon his Neck and hifſes him. With what 

Emphaſis — Affection does our Saviour expreſs the 

whole ? He was fit to deſcribe his Father's tender 
Heart; he knew it and he only, and Wor he does to 
our great Comfort. 

When a poor ſelf- condemned Singer ſets his Face! 
towards Zion, and comes trembling back, however vile 
in his own Eyes, God the Father beholds him with 
Joy. He 8 long rink: down on the Children. of « 
Men to fee: if there were | any that would. turm, and 
though the poor Soul don' . — firſt diſcern, the Lord, 
yet the Lord ſees him afar, off in his ſad and lament- 
able State, he views him wweary and heavy laden, he, 
underſtands his Heavineſs, his forlorn and deſtitute? 
Condition, ſurveys his Poverty and Wants, and bas 
Compaſſun on him, he pities him as a Father pities his... 
San, he runs, he makes haſle to help bim. As 2 
Father meets his only Child whom he had bewailed 

for dead, or given over for laſt, and falls upon his 
Neck and kiſſes him, ſo aur father receives his poor 
Children, he embraces them and kKiſſes them upon, 
Heart and Soul, he makes h's Love felt, and kin»: 
dles ſuch a ava; in bis Childrens Breaſts AS;CAN never. 
be extinguiſhed; or forgotten. 
The Son began to ſay, | Father I 75 ſinned, 1 
—— be thy San, but had not time to alk. 
a. Servant's Place, for his Father. prevented him by:, 
ſaying to his Seryanta, Bring * bell Robe, and pft 
it on him, and put a Ring ubm his Finger and Shaes.. 
pom bis Feet, and hill the fatted Gal an. let u cat 
aud de merry, for this my: em, t dead. and lis ay, 
again, n 2d Sets 51 
The Wretch that beggated. himſelf ich CITE / 
apd-did-nat deſerve; the worſt; Garment, muſt baye 
3 and ha out ra ſquandered, . PT 


[20 }: 
ad Gold that he never deſerved to ſee the leaſt of 
it more, now muſt be adorned with a Ring, and his 
Feet muſt be ſnhod, and a Banquet, a Feaſt prepard, i 
on all the Houſe might _—_ in the Joy” of tlie Fas- 
J) + 7 dic pf DO HEY £9 SE BEIT A vreabl 

Thus and thus hall it 3 doing to you/ — 2 
Brethren, who' return for Merey to your Fathet ; 


the 6% Robe, that is, 1h. Righteaujnejs of Chrift,- ' 


| ſhall be brought to cover you, ahd to make you all-+ 


glorious \ within, this ſhall be your, beautiful. Garment: 


| —— Robe. He ſball put the Ring upon your 

Finger, you ſhall be favoured like Thomas, to put 
your Finger into the Nail prints of Jeſus, and be 

Tonvinced he is your Lord and pour God, that” ſhall. 


ſeal you to the Day of Redemption, and you ſhall 
know what that firs his Hands are like Rings ef 
Beryl; your Feet ſhall be ſhod with the Sandals of 
Peace; that you may go on your way rejoicing, 
Fhe great Marriage d upper, the Feaſt of the Sens r 
Ged above is preparing for you; and all is to wel- 


come you home. But come, and all the Angels, 


the Prophets, the Martyrs, and Apoſtles of the Lamb 
ſhall hear your Father confeſs you, The Moment 
you give him your Heart, the Moment when he 


od, ſhall ſay before all his Children and Servants, 


| This my Son was dead but is a again, This uy" Bros: 


ther was J oft but is notmu found, 2" 26; 6 


Thus does our Saviour dreatls to abs Publicans! 


and Sinners: and what Parable or what Diſcourſe 
in all the Bible ſo ſets forth the free Grace and Love 


of the whole Trin: the Father, be Son, and-the Holy 
(xs "my dear Feiende _—_ remem- ; 


Ghoſt ? Let it affe 
ber they are the you of Jelus Chriſt, and are ſpo- 
Ken to compel yo and let it force you to go aſter him, 
and * 


„ 5 layed, 


þ 4 kiſs and forgive you, Gad, your i dear (Father 


- —_ 


you to come * his Church and. be 


Tran 


| [2121 | 
1 He is the ſame. good and 1 AS? 
when he ſpake theſe Words and ſuffered! the Sinners 
to hear him; ; his Aim is the ſame, it is to ſave Sin- 
ners and to win them to him; his Mind is the fame, 
he would have it yet be preached, that hir Mamre- 
ceiueth Siuner s, and. all who preach it: {hall fd his 
Words true and faithful, — he will proſper them in: 
their, deſpiſed but glorious: Ofſiee ee 
In the latter Part of this laſſ Parable our SCauiaur 
deſcribes another Brother, who at hearing the Joy o 
his Fathers: Houſe becauſe of the „ of che 
| Prodigal, inſtead of being glad with them murmur- 
ed: and was engry with his Father, andi, net | 
in, but pleaded his obedient Behaviour; and complains ? 
ed; that he had never ſo much. a. recived; a "Kid ib 
make merry unth bis Friends, but. tuen this Aan was : 
come dels bad: ſpent! his: Subſlauce auth Harlots, the r 
| fatted\ Calf was hilled, and all.' the; Houſe filled: tuith 
Miſſic and. Dating, and he was offended, and vj] 
not enter the Hauſe: tilk:: bis Fatber-carne: oub and in- 
treated him. There is no Enνy or Emulation among 
the Angel. am dont , Gul in Heaven, becauſe a. 
i Sinner is co Hted j but among ſome of his People 
upon Earth it may be found, and ſome hq have 
ſeen the Happineſs of: Souls, ſnatchedi as ĩt woe, out 
of the Burning; and made glad in the Lord's Salva- 
tion; have been moved with ſelf-rightedus Riſin 
They can think, I am ſure J. have lived a very Ms, | 
and cladient Life, and! never run 10 — 3 1 
with: 725 and get I never. experienced; this 
ii haven felt this Love an 17 
then beat of, and ſurh murmur They haue in the 
— Heart ſome what. uf the ſamt which aur Sauibur men- 
| 2 in another Patable, herein ſome ho labour'd 
, hrough:the Heat and Rutden of the Day, murmur- 
; E * the good Man of che Houſe, beeauſe he had 
2 given. 


 blaſpheme, and ſtumble at the : Stumbling-lone. + 


Te" 


given others who had only been called into the inn . 
yard in the laſt Hour of the Day, the ſame witk 
them, and had even paid the laſt firſt ; but our Sa- 
uiour makes his Dealings guſt by: Gaying, Cannot I d 


Aba; I will with my own ? And in this ſame Parable 


he makes the Father reaſon with the other Brother, 


tid] his e died away and he was con- 
vinced of the 


eetneſs and Juſtice of his Fathers 
Dealings with his younger Son, and then he came 
in. Thus our Sawozr would have his ſelf-righteous- 
Children learn, that he is a Sovereign, and can do 


what be will with his Mercy and Grace, and that 


there is often more Trouble to get one of theſe into 


the Houſe than the Publicans and Sinners. It was 


this naſty Spirit ruined the Jews; it made thoſe. of - 
fended to whom Jeſus addreſſes the latter Part of 


this Parable; it hinders many to be ſaved who ſand 


cavilling and quarrelling with Free Grace, till 


makes it difficult to bring home even an awakened | 
Soul who unhappily is fallen into this Spirit. It is 


hard for ſuch to get to Heaven. But one thing 


muſt obſerve, the Father entreated even his offended 
and murmuring Son to come in; may he do ſo with 
all ef his Mind; may he convince them of his juſt. 

and true Ways, and 3 them glad to be ſaved 
freely themſelves, and lad that — dear Saviour | | 
will receive Sinners. 1 our own Righteouſneſs.is 
cauſed -by Ignorance of our Eſtate and Nature. 
When Jeſus opens the Eyes of the moſt innocent, 


he is thoroughly convinced he has no real Good. in. 


him; and is humbly thankful chat this: Aan recerues 


Sinners. He is not; ſtumbled fat the many Places 
where the Scripture preaches the Juſtification of the 


Ungodly, of being ſaved. ene, or 1 5 N „ 


oye he — _ fings, + 


[23] 


. How glad am I that thou ſo lovin R 

That hone canſt bleſs my baſe a des Mic 

And einft freely bear with my whole Behaviour, 

O wert eee Saviour: 
Wut mod 1 dot 


l 504 r "AX £4 vo & } 
"Idea we al experience: the Care df our: Gied Shep- 
herd, the Faithfulneſs of the Holy Obel, and the ten- 
der Love of the Father to our own eternal Welfare, 
and to the honour of the Lamb; to whom with his 
t Father and the oy —_ be Praiſe for OY: {7 
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1 Ld „ide Prodi 4 hike . 495526 br 
My Subſtance” I have ſpent i in sm 2 2 
I now my youthfut Follies «NG 
And naked niourn m 12 555 wi 
2. 1. My Innocence, my eee, Bean, FE 
I've loſt, and all 55 Righteouſneſs ; 401 . 
| Red &d and made a Stranger T 
Nothing but filthy. Ra ags I wear. FA my 43* 
3. With Men Loft have fought to join, 1 
Would fain have eaten Hufks with Swine; 8 
But O! their Joys. won't do for _ 7 ö 
Tis empty all, Vanity). e Eo 
+  For'Heay* nly Pfead Tpag ee, 3 1 
I know 1 1805 Vegin to want rt (24-8 +10 
None gives my huhgry Soul, to eat, 75 „ 
None EY my emen 1 J 
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5. My Father' 8 Setvants happy are, FE £ Þ of 75 . ; 22 


|  -* While I the Sinner periſh here 
x | They haue enough, not . know; 1114 
1 Nor guęſs what Sorrow. I. 40 hin voi r 0 
{KB 6. TH riſe, and, wretched as I am, | 
. Pl! cry to him for whom | — | ho 
| -.\ Longer my. Father ſhall not be + 771. ov; NGC 


A Stranger td. 0 Miſery. A n Aon 

2 7. Behold. x a Sinner | Lord Tu 3 +1 lb 

=. | BD Thy. Son, who lately went ee 11 03 #108 

== Mis ry and Sin is all Hy ts Das x K 

| And want of Grace and Heay' aly Bread. And 

8. See me tho' far from thee, and run | 

'— To-meet. poor returning Song 
And while I tell my wretched Caſe, | 
Fall on my Neeł and me embrace. 

98 Bring the beſt Robe, thy Righteouſneſs, TE 
And Jet my Feet be ſhod with Peace:. - » , 
Seal with a Ring my trembling, and, . 
And bring me to my native Land. 4 


6. Let all thy Children now above, PE 
| Rejoice at thy hy redeemin Love,...... OWE: 
O tell them, This my, Sons r u., nl os 
And ranſom'd, to Fan Heay ane 
11. Grant this, m f Father, a ng a Fong. * 
Shall mingle 78 the bleſſed un 
With G Harp ſhall ſweetly ty found, 1 
I once was lo 100. but now am ee VIA 2-8 
12. I dead in Sin remain d, til God 


Redecm'd my, Soul from Death by Sep 7 * 
When he for all my Guilt Was 5 z 


* 


And now — 590 TM e 


* 4s 1. ers 


